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Syllabus – EC 201 – Introduction to Microeconomics 
Fall 2016 

Room: 150 COL 
Time: T-Th 12:00PM – 1:20 PM 
Aplia Course Key: TBD 
Moblab Course Code: TBD 
 
Midterm: TBD 
Final exam: Friday, December 9, 8:00 AM 
 
Professor Keaton Miller 
Office: 535 PLC 
Office Hours: Thursdays 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM or by appointment 
Email: keatonm@uoregon.edu  
 
GTFs: 
 
Course Description: 

Economics is the study of constrained decision-making, or, how individuals, 
organizations, governments, and society allocate scarce resources and respond to 
incentives. Microeconomics is the study of decisions made by relatively small actors: 
individuals, businesses, and local governments. This course will provide you with an 
overview of the most important concepts in microeconomics and will build a 
foundation for studying important issues in a variety of fields, including labor, trade, 
industrial organization, environmental economics, development, and other fields. 
Along the way, we will apply microeconomic ideas to important national and 
international policy questions, including climate change, intellectual property 
protection, and arms control. 
 The course begins by developing a very simple model of economic markets 
based on the idea of suppliers and consumers. We use this model to explore a 
fundamental result in economics (the First Welfare Theorem) which has major 
implications for government policy. 
 The course then dives deeper into the drivers of consumer and producer 
decision-making and explores the different types of competition that exist in 
different markets. We’ll discuss game theory, the market for labor, and imperfect 
information before concluding with a look at cutting-edge microeconomic research 
being conducted at the University of Oregon. 
 
About this Syllabus: 
 This syllabus is the governing document for the course. Due to the size of the 
course and the need for fairness, the policies contained within are very strict. 
However, I am very aware of the personal circumstances that can occur throughout 
a term. As such, there is a considerable amount of flexibility in some of the policies. 
Careful reading of this document will likely improve your ability to perform well in 
the course. Italicized information is particularly important. 
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Course Organization: 
 The primary source of information for the course is lecture. We will explore 
major concepts, discuss real-world examples, and do simple problems. We will also 
have a number of in-class activities to allow students to test their knowledge in a 
low-stakes way. The textbook readings supplement the lectures but are not a 
substitute; many of the midterm and final exam questions are taken directly from 
examples discussed in lecture which may be different from those discussed in the 
textbook. 
 There are weekly online homework assignments which expand upon the 
ideas and simple examples we discuss in lecture. While these assignments will allow 
you to expand your knowledge and understanding of economics, they alone are 
insufficient preparation for the exams. 
 Discussion sections are held on Fridays. These sections are an opportunity 
for students to delve deeply into the material in a smaller setting, with practice 
problems, small-group activities, and GTF-led conversations. They are a wonderful 
place to ask questions and make connections with other students in the course. 
 Success in this course relies on your ability to synthesize information, 
examples, and problems across lecture, homework, the textbook, and the discussion 
sections. Material from all sources will be used to construct the exams. 
 
Prerequisites: 
 Though there are no formal prerequisites for this course, we will be working 
extensively with graphs and will learn several simple mathematical formulas. 
 
Course Materials: 
 We will use the book Principles of Microeconomics, 7th Edition by N. Gregory 
Mankiw, along with the Aplia e-learning website. The book, along with access codes 
for Aplia, is available at the Duck Store. 
 We will also have in-class activities via the Moblab app. You will receive an e-
mail in the first week with instructions on how to register. 
 Some homework assignments will require the use of Microsoft Excel or 
equivalent spreadsheet software. Excel is available on campus computer labs. Note 
that the use of other spreadsheet packages (such as Numbers or Open Office), while 
acceptable, will result in much more difficult assignments. 
  
Office Policy: 
 I have scheduled office hours immediately before class on Thursdays, from 
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM. This time is intended for students to ask me questions about 
material I have covered in class; I will not provide solutions to specific homework 
problems (though I will cover the concepts necessary). 
 If that time does not work for you, I am happy to schedule appointments 
through e-mail – or you can talk to me immediately before or after lecture. 
Additionally, I have an open door policy: if my office door is open, please feel free to 
come in with any questions or concerns you have. 
 Each GTF has weekly office hours as well – students may attend any GTF’s 
office hours that are convenient. 
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E-mail Policy: 
 Students are encouraged to contact me or their GTF with questions about the 
course material, but should not expect an immediate response (for example, 
students who e-mail at 11:00 PM about homework that is due at 11:45 PM will not 
receive a response before the homework is due). In particular, the GTFs and I aim to 
respond to all e-mails within two business days. Additionally, we will not provide 
solutions to specific homework questions before that homework is due (though we 
can provide help with understanding the concepts behind the questions). 
 
Lecture Notes: 
 I present lectures using PowerPoint slides. These slides will be available in 
full via Canvas, but each will be protected by a password given out during the 
lecture in question.  
 If you miss a class, you may obtain the lecture slides by attending any office 
hours (mine or the GTFs). Lecture slide passwords will not be distributed via e-mail. 
 Please observe the copyright notice elsewhere in this syllabus. 
 
Homework: 
 Homework will be assigned weekly via Aplia. The due dates are indicated in 
the course outline at the end of this syllabus. Each homework will be due at 11:45 
PM on Tuesdays. No late homework will be accepted.  

Each homework will comprise of several parts, which will be added together 
to create your grade for the problem set. Most parts will give you three attempts to 
answer each question (with slightly different variations). For such problems, we will 
take the highest score you achieve.  

While eight problem sets will be assigned, the lowest two scores will be 
dropped before determining your final grade. 
 
In-class activities and participation:  
 Many lectures will feature in-class activities using the MobLab platform. 
Some will involve simple questions and problems based on the material discussed in 
the lecture that day. Others will be experiments and games where students will get 
to see the ideas we discuss in action and compete with each other to earn bonus 
points. While these activities will be ungraded, participation will be recorded and 
will be part of your course grade. 
 Moblab requires the use of a laptop or a smart phone. If you do not have 
access to one of these devices, an alternative assignment is available for the 
participation points. However, to be eligible for the alternative assignment, you must 
speak to me in person during the first two weeks of class either in office hours or via 
an appointment. 
 
Exams: 
 This course will have two multiple choice exams. The first is an in-class (80 
minute) midterm that will cover the first 4 weeks of material, with about 30-40 
questions worth a total of 100 points. The second will be a comprehensive two-hour 
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final that will have more weight given to more recent material, with about 50-60 
questions worth a total of 100 points.  

Exam scores may be curved at my sole discretion in two ways: first, I may 
apply a uniform point increase depending on the top performances in the course, 
and second, I may reduce the point loss from each question (so, for example, getting 
a question wrong loses you 1.5 points instead of 2 points). Exam curves will never 
result in a student obtaining a lower “curved” score than the “raw” score calculated 
by taking the percentage of questions answered correctly. 

About a week before each test, I will post a study guide and a practice exam 
with solutions on Canvas. I will also schedule a large review session with a GTF 
before each exam. The best way to prepare for my exams is with the practice exam 
and study guide. 
 Test Protocol: Students will be assigned randomized seats. Only answers 
written on your Scantron sheet will be accepted.  No calculators or any other 
electronic devices are allowed. The exams are closed-notes and closed-book. To 
allow all students to have a reasonably calm testing environment, a Quiet Period will 
be enforced 15 minutes before the end of the exam period. Any student attempting 
to leave the exam room within 15 minutes of the end of the exam (but before time is 
called) will be penalized.  
 
Make-Up Exams: 

If the midterm exam is missed, the student may submit a written petition 
explaining the circumstances surrounding the absence. If the situation is extremely 
exceptional, the petition may be approved, in which case the weight of the midterm 
will be placed on the final. If the petition is denied, the midterm will be given a grade 
of zero. I alone will determine the definition of “extremely exceptional.” If no 
explanation is offered or the circumstances are not exceptional, the student will 
receive a grade of 0 on the midterm. 

A missed final exam may result in an “incomplete” grade for the course. 
There will be a make-up final exam offered to students with a documented medical 
reason for missing the final exam. 
  
Grading: 

Grades will be determined as follows: 5% in-class participation, 30% 
homework, 25% midterm and 40% final. Your scores will be combined according to 
those percentages to create a final course score out of 100 points, which will then be 
assigned a letter grade according to the table at the end of this syllabus. Students 
who demonstrate improvement between the midterm and the final may have their 
grades adjusted. The overall course grade will not be curved.  

If you are concerned about your grade in my course, please contact me as 
soon as possible. 
 
Bonus Points: 
 There are a few opportunities to earn bonus points throughout the term. 
Several MobLab activities will feature opportunities to earn bonus points which will 
be added to your course grade. Each exam will offer bonus points for filling out your 
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Scantron information in a way that matches your Duckweb and Canvas information. 
Additionally, the final exam will feature a problem known as the Tragedy of the 
Commons, in which all students in the course have the opportunity to work together 
to earn bonus points. 
 You may complete optional written assignments to earn additional bonus 
points that will be added to their overall course grade. Up to a maximum of four 
points may be earned in this way. To earn a point, you must submit a summary of a 
recent news article that you can make relevant to the class to your GTF. The 
summary must be original, at least 400 words, and include your thoughts on the 
article and its relevance to the course. Points will be awarded at the discretion of 
your GTF, under my supervision. Submissions will be accepted until 11:45 PM on 
Tuesday of Week 9. 
 Finally, students who attend my office hours, ask a relevant question, and 
mention this section of the syllabus will receive one bonus point on their overall 
course grade. 
 There are no opportunities for bonus points after the final exam. If you are 
concerned about your performance, contact me or your GTF before the exam. 
 
Getting Help: 
 Many students, particularly in their first term of their first year at the 
University of Oregon, find 201 to be challenging. The material is difficult, the pace is 
very high, and it can be very easy to fall behind and become overwhelmed. If you are 
concerned about your grades, it is imperative that you contact me as soon as possible. 
Your GTF and I, as well as the entire faculty of the Economics Department, are 
invested in your success, but you must take the first step and reach out when you 
encounter difficulties. 
 In addition to office hours, there are a number of other resources available to 
help you master the course material. The Economics Department maintains a list of 
private tutors in the main office on the fourth floor of PLC. The Economics Club 
offers study sessions and some group tutoring. The Business College and 
International Student Office also offer some tutoring sessions. 
 If outside circumstances are impacting your ability to succeed in this course, 
please contact me as soon as possible. Alternatively, you may wish to contact the 
Office of the Dean of Students (http://uodos.uoregon.edu/) or an Academic Adviser 
(https://advising.uoregon.edu/).  
 
For International Students: 
 This course can offer unique challenges for international students. As such, 
there are some unique resources designed to help international students who are 
struggling. Please contact the International Student & Scholar Services office for 
more information (https://international.uoregon.edu/isss). 
 
Academic Dishonesty: 
 Academic dishonesty (such as plagiarizing work or cheating on exams) is 
completely unacceptable and violates the Student Conduct Code. If I have reason to 
believe a student is violating the Student Conduct Code, I will inform the Student 

http://uodos.uoregon.edu/
https://advising.uoregon.edu/
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Judicial Affairs Office immediately. Additionally, the student in question will receive 
a score of zero on the assignment or exam. I have absolutely no tolerance for 
cheating or other dishonest behavior. 
 
Accessibility: 

The University of Oregon is working to create inclusive learning 
environments. Please notify me if there are aspects of this course that result in 
disability related barriers to your participation. For more information or assistance, 
you are also encouraged to contact the Accessible Education Center, 164 Oregon 
Hall, 346-1155; website: http://aec.uoregon.edu/ 
 
Special Thanks: 
 This course incorporates some material originally developed by Thomas 
Holmes and Kelvin Wong. Material used with permission. 
 
Copyright Notice: 
 The materials used in this class, including, but not limited to, lecture slides, 
exams, and homework assignments are protected by copyright. You are granted 
permission to access materials and make copies and derivative works for your 
personal use. You may not distribute course materials to any other person, 
regardless of student status, without express written permission from me.  

The sharing of class materials without the specific, express approval of the 
instructor may be a violation of the University’s Student Conduct Code (Section 
V.2.f.F), which could result in further disciplinary action. This includes, among other 
things, uploading class materials to websites for the purpose of sharing those 
materials with other current or future students. Additionally, any unauthorized 
copying of class materials is a violation of federal law and may result in further 
action. 

 
 
Tentative Schedule: 
 
This schedule may change as the course progresses. Look to Canvas or Aplia for 
updated assignments and readings. 
 

Week Tuesday Thursday Mankiw 
Reading 

HW 
DUE 

1 
9/26 

Introduction / 
Auctions 

Supply and 
Demand 

1, 2, 4  

2 
10/3 

Elasticity of 
Demand 

Surplus and 
Efficiency 

4, 5 1 

3 
10/10 

First Welfare 
Theorem 

Government 
Intervention 1 

7, 8 2 

4 
10/17 

Government 
Intervention 2 

Externalities 6, 10 3 

http://aec.uoregon.edu/
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5 
10/24 

Comparative 
Advantage and 
Intrnat. Trade 

Public Goods and 
Consumer Theory 
1 

3, 11 4 

6 
10/31 

MIDTERM Consumer Theory 
2 

9, 21  

7 
11/7 

Producer Theory Monopoly 13, 14, 
15 

5 

8 
11/14 

Price 
Discrimination and 
Intellectual 
Property 

Game Theory / 
Oligopoly 

16, 17 6 

9 
11/21 

Labor THANKSGIVING 18, 19 7 

10 
11/28 

Adverse Selection 
and Moral Hazard 

Advanced Topic 22 8 

 
Final exam: Friday, December 9, 8:00 AM 
 
Letter Grades: 

Course Points Letter Grade 
98+ A+ 

93-97 A 
90-92 A- 
87-89 B+ 
83-86 B 
80-82 B- 
77-79 C+ 
73-76 C 
70-72 C- 
67-69 D+ 
60-66 D 

59- F 
 
Students who register for the course with a Pass/No Pass designation will receive a 
P if and only if they have 70 or more Course Points. 


